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1). DISTRIBUTION


As an experiment we are distributing this Newsletter both by the normal means of  sending a paper copy via the Post to all Members as shown on the National Membership list and via E.Mail to all Members whose E.Mail Address we know. If you have an E.Mail you should therefore receive a copy on your E.Mail System as well as a paper copy through the Post. If your E.Mail Copy does not arrive, could you please notify me in writing the precise details of your E.Mail address so that we can build up a full list of E.Mail Addresses for all Members of the Group.


We have also been aware for some time that Members in the Bury/Rochdale area have not been receiving information about CSPA’s Local activities. This is because the Group based on Bolton has ceased to operate. In an attempt to fill this gap, the Manchester Group will include the Bury/Rochdale area in all our activities and Members in these areas will be welcome to attend our Meetings (as listed below) and will receive our Newsletters.

2). FUTURE MEETINGS

Future Meetings have been arranged as follows

1) WEDNESDAY, JAN. 16TH 2008 -  REPORT ON N.H.S

2) GROUP A.G.M.  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  19th  2008

3) GENERAL MEETING.  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 4TH 2008

4) MANDATING MEETING, WEDNESDAY,  OCT. 1ST 2008

All Meetings commence at 1.00p.m. and will be held in the Central Hall, Oldham St., Manchester.

The Meeting on Jan. 16th  will be addressed by Paul Mainwaring, Chair of the Manchester Patients Council and will update us in developments in the NHS (This is the Meeting which had to be postponed from Oct. 31st 2007)


The GROUP AGM  will be held on March 19th and Nominations for the officer posts together with Motions for debate are now invited and should reach me not later than Monday March 10th 2008. A nomination proforma is attached at the end of this Newsletter. 


Could I appeal for more members to join the Committee which desperately needs 3 or 4 new Members. If anyone thinks they may be interested please contact me for further details, Please don’t hold back thinking someone else will step forward, at this stage it will be far better if we end up increasing the Committee Size above the levels specified in the Constitution rather than end up with a committee with only 2 or 3 Members. Please we urgently need some volunteers
3) DONATIONS


Once again I am afraid we have reached that time of year when we have to ask you for a Donation to cover the Funding of the Manchester and District Group for 2008. As last year we would ask you to consider sending a sum of £5 per member and I have attached a proforma for sending the donation to the Treasurer. During 2007 we succeeded in introducing the Group to all the M.P.’s across Greater Manchester over our Campaign on the Pensions Bill. If our results in Manchester were a true guide I am not surprised that the Government were too scared to allow our Amendments to get put to the vote in the House of Commons. They would have lost ! With your continuing support our target for 2008 must be to make our voice heard on Local Issues as well as with M.P.’s.  and we have already started in contacting Local Councillors

4) CAMPAIGN ISSUES


At the end of November we wrote to most of the Greater Manchester M.P.’s asking for their views and their help in progressing the following issues :-

a) The position of widows/widowers who do not qualify for a pension if the marriage took place    

After retirement

b) The Income Tax position for Pensioners aged 60-64 who lose out heavily in the changes due to come into force next April

c). If Government will not increase the basic State Pension to the level of the Pension Credit, could the basic Pension act as a passport for the various “extras” that Pension Credit gives

(free glasses, free dental, council tax rebates etc)

d) Council  Tax. The resurrection of the Lyons Report. Council Tax to be based on ability to pay

e) The Personal Expenses Allowance paid to people living in Care Homes to be increased £40 per week

f) That Hospices should receive payment from the NHS upto the level they save the NHS by taking people who would otherwise be in hospitals

g) Free Bus Travel for all Pensioners comes into force in April but what about people who cannot use a bus ? Some Local Authorities provide vouchers for use with taxis, this to become universal

h) The extension of the Blue Badge Scheme currently used by the Disabled to be extended to all people over the age  80 .

i) Pensioners to receive free technical advice on the change over to Digital TV (they have already been promised financial help)

j) Concern that some organisations only publish information on Mobile Phones or via Internett. Many Pensioners do no have access to either

k) Concern that some of the Banks (led by First Direct) are considering placing a surcharge on Accounts which do not either maintain an income of at least £1500 per month or maintain a balance of at £1500 throughout the year. Government pressured Pensioners to give up their Pension Book and open a Bank Account. They therefore should seek to ensure Pensioners are not charged for that Bank Account. The Royal Bank of Scotland have denied that they have any such plans

l) That Government should put a Statutory Duty on Local Authorities to maintain good quality Public Toilet Facilities.

We are now awaiting replies from the M.P.’s


We have started to identify the Local Councillors who specialise in Pensioner issues and to write to them raising the issues e), f), g), h), i) and l) above 


We have also written to the NHS  Patients Council raising issues e) and f) above plus the issue of the standard over overnight Doctor services.


There is also one other issue which we are looking to pursue at a Local Level. Motion A3 at the National AGM in October was carried by a substantial majority and agreed the principle of seeking to stand Pensioner Candidates at the next General Election in conjunction with other Pensioner Groups under the auspices of the National Pensioners Convention. We are now looking at getting other Local Pensioner Groups to support the idea


As always we would very much like to hear from you if there are any other issues you think we should be pursuing.

5). CAMPAIGNING


We are encountering a small problem with some of our M.P.’s who are insisting that they will only answer correspondence coming from their constituents. It would be useful therefore if we could build up a list of people in the various Parliamentary Constituencies to whom I could send letters for onward transmission to the M.P.’s and who would send me copies of the replies they receive from the M.P. It would be useful if you had an E.Mail Address which would speed up the process. The particular M.P.’s which we are having problems with at the moment are :-



Gerald Kaufman (Manchester Gorton)



Tony Lloyd (Manchester Central)



Paul Coggins (Manchester Wythenshaw)


However it might be useful if we could build up a list covering all Greater Manchester Constituencies. Duplication is not an issue the more people who contact their M.P on any issue the more notice the M.P. is likely to take.


There is also another issue arising out of our contact with M.P.’s. Some M.P.’s are asking for details of our Members in their Constituency. I suppose from their point of view this is reasonable. They receive a letter purporting to be representing their Constituents and their reaction is “Prove it – which constituents ?” The latest M.P to go down this route is Ian Stewart (Manchester Eccles). Once we supply the details it is possible that you will get letters directly from your M.P. If this happens it would be very useful if you could letter me have a copy (particularly in Ian Stewart’s case as his views are generally very supportive of our views)

6). COMMUNICATIONS

As well as issuing periodic paper Newsletters like this, we also operate a Website Newsletter which is accessible via the CSPA National Website (www.cspa.co.uk. and click “Group Newsletters”). We are also experimenting with a “Blogsite”. The difference between the newsletter and the Blogsite being that on the Blogsite you can answer back and tell us what you think. The Blogsite can be accessed at “http://cspaman.blogspot.com/” . Unfortunately to reply to anything on the Blogsite you have to have a “ Google  Account” but the instructions for setting this up will appear on screen and there is no charge. Once you have set it up it will always be available. The other slight snag we have encountered is that anything you want to say will not appear instantly. For legal reasons we have to vet anything that appears on our site but we guarantee that we will only edit comments out for legal reasons. We want you to be free to give your views.

A.G.M. NOMINATION (VOLUNTEER)  FORM


I wish to make the following nominations (Volunteer) for the 2008 AGM

	POSITION
	NOMINATION

	CHAIR
	

	SECRETARY
	

	TREASURER
	

	SOCIAL SECRETARY
	

	MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
	

	COMMITTEE MEMBERS (6)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	AUDITORS (2)
	

	
	

	DELEGATE TO PENSIONER’S PARLIAMENT
	

	DELEGATES TO CSPA NATIONAL AGM  (2)
	

	
	


Signed …………………………………..


Date…………………………………

Please send Nominations to:- John Eastwood, 9 Risley Ave. , Blackley,  Manchester M9 8EE

DONATIONS


I wish to donate £………… to the Manchester and District Group of CSPA

Signed:- ………………………………………………

Address:-……………………………………………….


…………………………………………………


………………………………………………….


…………………………………………………..

E.Mail Address:-………………………………………………………………………………

Please send donations to:- Mr. H. Brett, 202 Kentmere Rd., Timperley, Cheshire  WA15 7NT 

(Cheques please – Not cash)
M.P. CONTACTS


I would be prepared to forward letters to my M.P.

Name…………………………………………………………………………

Address:……………………………………………………………………..

             ………………………………………………………………………

             ………………………………………………………………………….

Please return to John Eastwood, 9 Risley Ave.,  Blackley, Manchester M9 8EE
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