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CIVIL SERVICE PENSIONERS ALLIANCE

CROYDON AND DISTRICT GROUP

NEWSLETTER FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY- JUNE 2012

The Committee

     CHAIRMAN:




John Wake, 28 Riding Hill, South Croydon, CR2 9LN

     TREASURER:  




Richard Robins, 22 Tudor Road, London SE19 2UH

     GROUP
SECRETARY:  

Norman Bonney, 4 Kings Avenue, Carshalton, SM5 4NX

     SOCIAL
SECRETARY:  

Mrs Laurett Williams, 29 Glenn Avenue, Purley CR8 2AJ

     MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 
Victor Johnston, 14 Auckland Close London SE19 2DA


     NEWSLETTER EDITOR:          
Satish Desai, 109 Mitchley Avenue, Sanderstead, CR2 9HP

     MINUTES SECRETARY:

Mrs Nancy Bonney, 4 Kings Avenue, Carshalton, SM5 4NX

     COMMITTEE MEMBER:

Les Mondry-Flesch, 12 Maple Road, London SE20 8HB


OUR MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY  MONTH, STARTING AT 10.30 am, IN THE UNITARIAN CHURCH HALL, OPPOSITE  TABERNER HOUSE (1, THE CROYDON FLYOVER, CROYDON CR0 1ER)

Chairman's Report

Our summer meetings have been a little quiet this year, with average numbers down slightly. Nevertheless, we have had some interesting talks, e.g. Satish Desai's presentation on the South-West Coast of India and the lecture "The Poppy Fairy" (British Legion). Our September meeting for briefing our delegates to the National AGM proved quite lively.

We follow items in the national media, which are of interest to pensioners, particularly news of the public service unions who are in talks with the Government to protect their members' pensions and employment conditions. At the time of writing, I am not aware of any outcome regarding the argument in the courts concerning relation of our pensions with the RPI / CPI indices.

We look forward to our programme of lectures starting in January 2012 and hope to see as many of you attending as possible.

I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

 - John Wake

Secretary’s Report

We were well represented at the CSPA AGM held at Coventry on 5-6 October 2011, having four Committee members plus a supportive wife at the meeting. "The Winter Pensioner" has given the election results and the decisions on motions.  As usual, the meeting was interesting and well conducted.

It was Les Mondry-Flesch’s first experience of going to the AGM and he was struck by how knowledgeable some of the delegates on the floor were, as well as the quality of their contributions. 

The Executive Council and the small HQ staff are to be congratulated on the hard work they have done. The General Secretary has done his best on the issue of maintaining the measure of inflation and sticking to the essentials of the Dilnot Commission for the funding of Care and Support. The latter recommended capping the lifetime contribution to adult social care costs at £35,000.

We have some power, as the majority of pensioners vote in elections, but with this recession forecast to be even worse than the thirties, we should not forget others who are suffering from reductions in Government support. 

- Norman Bonney

A Message from the Treasurer

Subscriptions for the year 2012 become due on 1 January 2012. The rate remains at £4.00 per person or £5.00 to include one's spouse or a friend. Please pay your subscriptions at your earliest, using one of the following methods:

1. Pay at a monthly meeting by cash or a cheque payable to "CSPA".

2. Pay directly into the bank account of "CSPA, Croydon and District Group" (Sort Code: 30-91-72; A/C no. 01042787). Please use your name as reference when making the payment.

3. Send a cheque to me at my home address, as shown on the front page.

- Richard Robins

Departed Friends

We are saddened to report that our member, Mr E A Sedgley CBE, passed away on 27 May 2011.

Programme for the period January – December  2012

Arranged by Laurett Williams, Social Secretary

	
	Title
	Speaker

	17 January:
	British Orchids
	Malcolm Jennings

	21 February:
	RAF Benevolent Fund


	Paul Hewson

	20 March:
	London: A personal patchwork of impressions / music and readings
	Dr Enid Stockwell

	17 April:
	Annual General Meeting 
	To be attended by a CSPA Head Office representative

	15 May:
	The Playing Fields Foundation (OCE2)
	Edward Handley, MBE

	19 June:
	RNLI and the Civil Service
	Richard Bywaters

	17 July:
	Fire Safety Talk
	Fitzroy Sterling, The London Fire Service

	21 August
	Freemasonry and its treasures
	Diane Clements **

	18 September
	Meeting to brief the National AGM delegates
	-----------

	16 October
	The Poppy Fairy
	Geoff Spencer, The Royal British Legion, South Norwood Group

	20 November
	Conference Report
	Norman Bonney and Victor Johnston

	18 December
	Mince Pies and Wine
	-------------


A skittles outing arranged by Victor Johnston in June 2011
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Norman Bonney, our secretary, won the men's competition with the highest score and was awarded a monetary prize. 
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